
CAPTAIN CHARLES MOORE 

 

Captain Charles Moore is an internationally recognized marine researcher and educator. He grew 
up in and on the Pacific Ocean. His father was an industrial chemist and avid sailor who took 
young Charles and his siblings sailing to remote destinations from Guadalupe Island to Hawaii. 
Charles attended the University of California at San Diego where he studied chemistry and 
Spanish. 

Captain Moore found his true calling after a 1997 yacht race to Hawaii. On his return voyage, 
Captain Moore veered from the usual sea route and saw an ocean he had never known. "Every 
time I came on deck to survey the horizon, I saw a soap bottle, bottle cap or a shard of plastic 
waste bobbing by. Here I was in the middle of the ocean and there was nowhere I could go to 
avoid the plastic." Ever since, Captain Moore has dedicated his time and resources to 
understanding and remediating the ocean's plastic load. Along with collaborators from the 
Southern California Coastal Water Research Project he developed protocols for monitoring 
marine and beach micro-plastics which are now used worldwide.  

Charles founded Algalita Marine Research Foundation in 1994. In 1995 he launched his purpose-
designed, aluminum-hulled research vessel, Alguita, in Hobart, Tasmania, and helped organize 
the Australian Government's first "Coastcare" research voyage to document anthropogenic 
(human-caused) contamination of Australia's east coast. Upon his return to California, he became 
a coordinator of the State Water Resources Control Board's Volunteer Water Monitoring 
Steering Committee and developed chemical and bacterial monitoring methods for the Surfrider 
Foundation's "Blue Water Task Force." As a member of the Southern California Coastal Water 
Research Project's Bight '98 steering committee, he realized the need for and provided a research 
vessel so that Mexican researchers from Baja California could participate for the first time in 
assessing the entire Southern California Bight along the coastline from Point Conception to San 
Diego.  

 


